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Tribute to sitarist NR RamaRao

TEAM METROLIFE

festival dedicated to sitar artiste
N R Rama Rao, will be held on

November 30, 6 pm, at Chowdiah
Memorial Hall.

This is the first edition of the Utsav.
It will feature two performances — Pt
Shubhendra Rao (on sitar) accompa-
nied by Pt Bickram Ghosh (on tabla),
and Pt Hariprasad Chaurasia (on flute)
with Pt Ravindra Yavagal (on tabla).

Son of Rama Rao, Shubhendra, says,
“The event will celebrate my father’s
life and music. Hariprasad Chaurasia is
one of the few living legends from that
generation, who knows about my fa-
ther’s contribution. It was important to
make him a part of the festival.” He add-
ed: “My father passed away 20 years
ago. Since then, I have been aiming to
do something to honour him for popu-
larising Hindustani music in Karnataka
inthe late 1940s.” Rama Rao was the
disciple of Pt Ravi Shankar.

E ; itar Rama Rao Utsav, a music

Pt Shubhendra Rao

Shubhendra plans to make the Utsav
an annual event. “I also want to insti-
tute an award in my father’s name to
honour senior musicians and artistes. A
scholarship programme to encourage
young musicians to continue training
and pursue their musical journey is also
in the offing,” he says.

Sitar Rama Rao Utsav,

November 30, 6 pm, Chowdiah Memo-
rial Hall, Vyalikaval, Malleswaram. For
details, call 98111 20983.
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INDUL - E

Dear readers, e

We are on cloud number nine
and no it has nothing to do
with namma urfs current chill
and the sudden temperature
drop, but has everything to do
with the ane gracing our cover
this week! Yes, you've guessed
it straight from your heart —
Rockstar legend Bryan Adams
makes his way to India for the
sixth tirne! Ahead of his concert in the city, he chats
with us about all things music as he travels down
memory lane. With that being one of the highlights of
this edition, we are also proud to introduce the
of the 29th Devi. ol |

Enriching the wintry week s an array of fabulous.
events — none of which you would be willingto give a
miss! Before we unveil them, here’s a special shout-
ouuolhe Internatianal Clown Festivaland AttenDance

i platform that to

illuminate the vibrant landscape of dance talentin
India) = both of which are returning to the city for
thelr gharlous 10th edition.

9 from Sitar

Utsav(a | of the life
and legacy of NR Rama Rao besides music) and the
city's biggest cultural festival — BLR Mubba (a 16-day
euemthaknmmses over 500 events across 10

and 3 80 MKE ML of

Modem Artexhidition Amarnath MS”solo show
nbstmt katlons—theoptlonsmendss
and into RSVP.
Asamomlsham.mumum of Artd
<day event
- Artis Life— !oodebmeshlredsmdesofiﬂ.
culture and community.

Last week, the city saw PN Ran and Darmeus come
together to launch their latest collection of luxury
fabrics — the event showcased Dormeul's Autumn-
Winter 2025 edit, featuring three exguisite fabrics:
Forever Gold, Extreme Vicuna and Pashmina, On the
Fashion front, we also have the latest edit from Yani.

Do not forget to also explore the newest offerings
from Plaka, Third Wave Coffee, a Kashmiri Food
Festival at Hyatt Centric Hebbal Bengalury and chef
Matteo Giredli’s italian dinner pop-up at Renalssance
Bengaluru Race Course Hotel. And for binge-watch
options, as atways expect Telewatch but this time,
aspecial page too on a brand new show on Sony BEC

David b b, which reveals

how Mammalshave conguered the earth.
Happy reading! X _E/
Edison Thomas

Editor, Indulge

Date: 29-Nov-24
Publication: The New Indian Express - Indulge

Melodic
egacy

This upcoming
performance
pays respect

to hindustani

classical traditions
in Karnataka

Hariprasad Chaumsza

Y.
Shubhendra Rao

THE SITAR RAMARAO Utsav is
set to be a monumental celebra-
tion of the life and legacy of NR
Rama Rao, affectionately known
as Sitar Rama Rao, who played a
pivotal role in popularising the
sitar in Karnataka. This inaugu-
ral concert will feature luminaries
of Indian classical music, includ-
ing the revered padma vibhush-
an Hariprasad Chaurasia and
acclaimed sitarist Shubhendra
Rao alongside renowned tabla
maestros Ravindra Yavagal and
Bickram Ghosh. The event aims
to honour the rich cultural heri-
tage of Karnataka while reinforc-
ing the importance of patronage
in sustaining the arts, ensuring
that the legacy of Sitar Rama Rao
continues to inspire future gen-
erations. In an engaging conversa-
tion Shubhendra Rao, son of NR

- -

Rama Rao, walks us through the
event’s preparations and what we
can expect.

How do you hope the Sitar Ramarao Utsav
will honour your father's contributions to
music and culture in Kamataka?

My father made immense con-
tributions to popularising hin-
dustani music, especially instru-
mental music, in Karnataka and
South India during a time when it
wasn’t widely appreciated. After
my father’s passing two decades
ago, I felt a strong need to high-
lighthislegacy. The Sitar Ramarao
Utsav has finally taken shape as a
celebration of his life and music.
This event not only honours him
but also brings together many of
his disciples from around the world
whose lives he profoundly impacted.
Their participation has been crucial
in making this dream a reality.

The concert features esteemed

I am thrilled to collaborate with
my good friend Bickram Ghosh,
who plays the tabla; our friend-
ship spans decades and he is
one of India’s top percussion-
ists. I am also deeply honoured
that the legendary Hariprasad

Chaurasia agreed to join us.
Additionally, Ravindra Yavagal,
who accompanied my father for
many years, will perform along-
side Hariprasad on the tabla.

Looking ahead, what are your plans for
future editions of the Sitar Ramarao Ulsav?
I plan to institute an award in
my father’s name to honour
senior artistes who have con-
tributed positively to society.
Moreover, I wish toestablish
ascholarshipinhisnameto
support youngartistes pur-
suingtheirart with sincer-
ity and dedication.

<999. November 30, 6 pm.

At Chowdiah Memorial
Hall, Vyalikaval.
— Pramiti

1) indulge@newindian
B8 express.com
@indulgexpress

Bickram Ghosh
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The Hindu
newsminimalist

pressreader

Explocity

Deccan Herald

allevents
happeningnext
stayhappening

https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/music/sitar-rama-rao-utsav-to-be-held-in-
bengaluru-on-november-30/article68896803.ece
https://www.newsminimalist.com/articles/sitar-rama-rao-utsav-to-celebrate-classical-

music-legacy-in-bengaluru-on-november-30-e4fc1525
https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-hindu-bangalore-
9WW1/20241125/281702620266093
https://bangalore.explocity.com/events-in-bangalore/sitar-ramarao-utsav-2024/
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/tribute-to-sitarist-n-r-
rama-rao-
3293299#:~:text=Sitar%20Rama%20Ra0%20Utsav%2C%203a,pm%2C%20at%20Chowdi

ah%20Memorial%20Hall.&text=Pt%20Shubhendra%20Ra0%2C%20s0n%200f%20N%2
OR%20Rama%20Rao
https://allevents.in/bangalore/sitar-ramarao-utsav-2024,/3900027408249503
https://happeningnext.com/event/sitar-ramarao-utsav-2024-eid1u7v762rpoj
https://stayhappening.com/e/sitar-ramarao-utsav-2024-E1EGVIVMESYD
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Shilpa Anandr:

he fire odition of
Tslm Rama Rao Ut-
sav will be held in

urt on November

the lezacy and the contrl-
butioa ol my Katber NR Ra-
w3 Rao to the world of
classical muslc,” says slea-
rist Shubhendia Rao.

Speaking  from  over
phane from Delhi, Shis-
hendra continues, “T plan
10 make it an mmu.u event
andl institute in
my Isther's name, which
we plan to give to senior
musicians and o thase
who have contributed
msic, We akso plan to start
a schalarship far young
musicians so that th can
pursue classical m

“My father passed .m.x\
20 years ago and | have
heen thinking of inshating
something i lds memory.
1 was busy with my bfe and
Iusic o start any thing ea-
lier. Everything bas come
together now and here we
are onganising the very
first Utsav Iy father’s
mame
wbhendra, like his
father, wained under le-
genclary sitarist Pandit Ri-
vi Shandar, Rama Rao was

decades and is an empa-
nelled artis of ICCR. Rama
Raw pesformed all cver the:
workd and s recognised foe

his comtribution to populs
rising sitar and Narth Tn-
dian musle in Karpataka
He was honoured with
the Karnataka Rajvotsava
Award, State Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award and the
prestigious T Chowdiah
Award,

Musical pursult

Boen in Mysuru, Shubhen-
dra grew up in Bengaluru
and moved wo Delhd when
e harmead 18 to Jearn under
Ravi Shankar.

I am farmumate to be as
wterd with gurii (Rivd
b!_mkarl and lucky 1o be
harn to my parents as they
introcluced  me to the
wold of music”

In rheir home, with the
s af dlesitiess, they abin
}ud @ photo of Ravi Shan
kar, Shuhhenidra says, “He
was worshipped for bis
music and as our guru, is
a1l pervadimg, [n the world
of musse uy Lather s called
‘Ram bhakt Hanuman, Ra
vi Bhakl Rao', comparing
the love between Lord
Ram and Hanuman to the

Strings of tradition

Sitarist Shubhendra Raa talks about the first edition of Sitar Rama Rao Utsay tao held in
Bengalurw, celebrating the legacy of his father. the late sitarist NR Rama Rao

Sconle legacy
Stubkendrm Rac,
Harpeasad Cranasia,
Buckram Ghosh,
Raviaks Yauagal and
Rama Rao with the

tegendary Rav
Shankar, ST

S I ﬁ. b BB

el

'h~ & lu -

regard he had for Ravi
Shamkar”
Rama ltau. was one of

Shankar, Shubhen-
s, had the ability to
11 the navarasas in
his music. “He wa
plete artiste and had a uhu
dlike zcal o learn, a quali
ty Le kepe alve even when
e was b

The Utsane this year will
feature (wo concerts — one
by Shubendra and Bickram
Ghosh, and the other by
Iarlpy Chaurasia and
Ravindra Yavagal (tabla}

“Bickram is a good
Erlend and botl: of us come
from familics where our
parcnrs were seepad in
music. 1 wanted to bring
in artistes who knew my
laher  perscaally and
were aware of his work”

Unfortunately,  Shu

bendra says, many of his
Lather's peers are no more,
“Harljl (Chaurasia) is noc
only a dear friend of the £
iy, but also my wile's
(Sadda Rao de Haas, a ool
list  amd  eompaser
from Nether-
lands) guru. | felt it
wonld he apt for
Hariji to be a
part of thisur
s He
agreed

the mo.

ment e was asked, | can't
expect @ hetter blessing
than having Hariji inaugu-
rate the ursav.”

Awards and
scholarships

This year's award, Shihen
dra says, Is (n honour of
the Tate Dr Rajeev Tara
nath. “Ie was closely asso-
ated with my father and
ity | still remember
lum wakklng into owr howe
ar the crack of dawn, call
ing out my Lither's name
loudly and asking for Alter
coffer,  made by my
mather”

Having  collaborated
with virious artistes acmss
borders, Shubendrs com-
peecdd Ekta' o honaur
German Chancedlor An-
gela Merkel's visit to In-
dia m 205 He also
vampased When Gads

Meet' and ‘Apa e
po Bhava' commis
sinnest by the late

Odissl  dancer,

Sonal Mansingh

for her dance

# production:.
“It is not
fusion  muus-
je;” shuben
dra says. *1
call It com-
.. positions

and collahoratons. In fact,
my wife and T do a lot of
such work togedher and in
dividualle. We work with
different genres. It Is not
fusion, but more ke wear
ing different hars™

The couple have been
pagating music m n-
din. “We believe a child's
education  begins  nine
months before it is born. 1

¥
hiwener, who don’t hive
aceess o such an environ-
et or have zero expo-

e to our classical
traditions.”
Saskia, Shubendra says,

wrvate a currienlurn, M
Every child's birthright,
which was launched by the
Shubhendra and  Saskin
Rao Foundation, “1he pro
ject includes a music edu
caton  curclenlum  from
nursery up o high school
lewed and is India’s first ev
et music curriculum for
new learners”

This  curviculun  has
been initiated n various
scheols across the country
including Goenka sal,
Tata Steel Foundation and
el more. “Missic

it b a high-handed
manner. It shoukd be acoes-
sible to children in a simi-
lar manner to the Moares
s rmethid

A curricular
programme
Just because mwusk s
taught m scheals, Shuben

i s, it clors noe mean
anybody who Jearns It
needs o hecome a per
tormer. “It s simdar o
science, everyone Jearns
the subj bur nat all be
come scintists or mathe-
maticlans, We beleve the
sune Jor pusic o

It Is important tor chi
dren ta be roated in their
culture, Shubendia says.

r musie programue s
Indian ciassieal musccen-
i and the progrnmume is
o abone flute, sitar, vocal,
but is just about mausic. Tr-
respective of the country
music comes from, it is
hased on seven nntess

Parents, shubendra
says, play an important
mile in instilling these va-
lues in children. “it should
srart ar the grass rooe level,
only then can we keep our
hcrraa.’r culture and mus

- alive.”

The first edition of Siear
Rama Kao Uesav will be at
Cﬁau\ll’uh Memaorial Hall
nber 30, Spun. Tick-
15 o BookMyShow,



https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/music/sitar-rama-rao-utsav-to-be-held-in-bengaluru-on-november-30/article68896803.ece

Date: 25-Nov-24

Publication: Sitar Rama Rao Utsav to celebrate classical
newsminimalist

e music legacy in Bengaluru on November 30

thehindu.com — November 25, 2024, 10:01 AM UTC

The first Sitar Rama Rao Utsav will take place in Bengaluru on November Article metrics

30, honoring the late sitarist NR Rama Rao. The event aims to celebrate Significance 2.8 @D

his contributions to classical music and will feature performances by Scale & Impact 2.8
Pasitivity 8.5
Credibility 8.5

Shubhendra Rao, NR Rama Rao’s son, plans to make this an annual See today's significant news

event. He intends to establish an award in his father's name and a

notable artists.

scholarship for young musicians. This initiative reflects his long-held

desire to honor his father's legacy.

The Utsav will include two concerts, one featuring Shubhendra Rao and
Bickram Ghosh, and another with Hariprasad Chaurasia. The event will

be inaugurated by Chaurasia, a close family friend and respected

musician.



https://www.newsminimalist.com/articles/sitar-rama-rao-utsav-to-celebrate-classical-music-legacy-in-bengaluru-on-november-30-e4fc1525

Date: 25-Nov-24
Publication: pressreader
Link:

The Hindu (Bangalore)

Strings of tradi-

tion

Sitarist Shubhendra Rao
talks about the fi rst edi-
tion of Sitar Rama Rao Utsav
to held in Bengaluru, celeb-
rating the legacy of his
father, the late sitarist NR
Rama Rao

Music » Entertainment -« Country Music

25 Nov 2024

“Bickram is a good friend and
both of us come from families
where our parents were steeped in
music. I wanted to bring in

artistes who knew my father per-

sonally and were aware of his
work.”

Unfortunately, Shument he was
asked. I can’t expect a better
blessing than having Hariji inaug-
urate the utsav.”

Awards and scholarships

This year’s award, Shubendra
says, is in honour of the late Dr
Rajeev Taranath. “He was closely
associated with my father and our
family. I still remember him walk-
ing into our home at the crack of

Shubhendra Rao, Hariprasad Chaurasia, Bickram Ghosh, Ravindra Yavagal and Rama
Rao with the legendary Ravi Shankar.

dawn, calling out my father’s Having collaborated with various

name loudly and asking for fi lter  artistes across borders, Shubendra
coff ee, made by my mother.” composed ‘Ekta’ to honour Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
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Sitar Ramarao Utsav 2024
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SITAR
RAMARAO
UTSAV 2024

CELERRATNG HIS LIFE AND MUSKC

Date: 26-Nov-24
Publication: Explocity
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https://bangalore.explocity.com/events-in-bangalore/sitar-ramarao-utsav-2024/
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Date: 27-Nov-24

Publication: Deccanherald Tribute to sitarist N R Rama Rao

Lin k: Here Sitar Rama Rao Utsav, a music festival dedicated to sitar artiste N R Rama Rao, will be

held on November 30, 6 pm, at Chowdiah Memorial Hall.

~ Team Metrolife
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Pt Shubhendra Rao, son of N R Rama Rao. Credit: Special arrangement

Sitar Rama Rao Utsav, a music festival dedicated to sitar artiste N R Rama Rao, will be held on
November 30, 6 pm, at Chowdiah Memorial Hall.



https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/tribute-to-sitarist-n-r-rama-rao-3293299#:~:text=Sitar%20Rama%20Rao%20Utsav%2C%20a,pm%2C%20at%20Chowdiah%20Memorial%20Hall.&text=Pt%20Shubhendra%20Rao%2C%20son%20of%20N%20R%20Rama%20Rao
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The “Sitar Rama Rao Utsav” through “Shubhendra and Saskia Rao Foundation” is a musical tribute to the great
legend. Pt. Shubhendra Rao will perform a befitting musical tribute along with Tabla Maestro Bickram Ghosh. The 2nd

half of the evening will feature by a concert by the living legend, flautist Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia ji himself with
Pandit Ravindra Yavagal on Tabla. Sitar Rama Rao dedicated his life selflessly to the promotion of the sitar whose life
is an inspiration and needs to be celebrated and whose contribution to the cultural fiber of Karnataka should be duly
acknowledged. It is with this thought that Sitar Ramarao's family and disciples from across the globe have come

together to celebrate his life and the everlasting values he stood for.
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Sat, 30 Nov, 2024 at 06:00 pm 16th Cross, G.D. Park Extension, 2nd Main Road,
Malleswaram, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560003, India
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The "Sitar Rama Rac Utsav” through “"Shubhendra and Saskia Rao Foundation” is a musical tribute to the great
legend, Pt, Shubhendra Rac will perform a befitting musical tribute along with Tabla Maestro Bickram Ghosh, The
2nd half of the evening will feature by a concert by the living legend, flautist Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia ji himse'f
with Pandit Ravindra Yavagal on Tabla. Sitar Rama Rao dedicated his |ife selflessly to the promotion of the sitar
whose life is an inspiration and needs to be celebrated and whose contriibution to the cultural fiber of Karnataka
should be duly acknewleclged. It is with this thought that Sitar Ramarao’s family and disciples from across the globe

have come together to celebrate his life and the everlasting values he stood for.
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SAT, 30 NOV, 2024 AT 06:00 PM

16th Cross, G.D. Park Extension, 2nd Main Road, Malleswaram, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560003, India |
Bangalore
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